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Atlantic bluefin tuna in relation to
applicable country quotas for
contracting parties and assess the extent
to which catch by non-contracting
parties could undermine the
effectiveness of ICCAT’s stock
rebuilding program for Atlantic bluefin
tuna.

II. Method of Collection

Importers and commercial fish dealers
who import or export bluefin tuna are
required to obtain a tuna dealer permit
from NMFS (approved under a separate
collection: 0648–0202). Permitted
dealers must obtain original BSDs from
import shipments, complete the
importer certification section and mail
or fax the completed BSD to NMFS.
Exporters must obtain numbered, non-
transferable BSDs from NMFS, complete
the landings information and exporter
certification sections, mail or fax a copy
of the completed BSD to NMFS, and
attach the original BSD to the export
shipment. In certain cases, the landings
and export information must be
validated by a government official or an
accredited non-government institution.
For the most part, U.S. catches of
bluefin tuna are tagged upon landing
(approved under a separate collection:
0648–0239) and such tagged bluefin are
exempt from the BSD validation
requirement. In order for a non-
governmental institution to be
accredited to provide validations it must
submit a request for such authority.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0040.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected public: Businesses and other

for-profit institutions.
Estimated Number of Respondents:

50.
Estimated Time Per Response: An

average of 20 minutes for completing a
BSD upon import, export or re-export of
bluefin tuna into or from the United
States (range of 5 minutes for BSDs
listing tagged fish to 2 hours for BSDs
requiring validation); 2 hours for a
request for accreditation from a non-
governmental institution.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 500.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $500.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden

(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: April 13, 2000.
Linda Engelmeier,
Departmental Forms Clearance Officer, Office
of Chief Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 00–10025 Filed 4–20–00; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 032000E]

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of cancellation of a
public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) has
cancelled the public meeting of its
Research Steering and Experimental
Fisheries Committee that was scheduled
for Tuesday and Wednesday, April 25–
26, 2000, at 9:00 and 8:30 a.m.,
respectively. The meetings were
announced in the Federal Register on
March 27, 2000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: 978–465–0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The initial
notice published on March 27, 2000 (65
FR 16186). The meeting will be
rescheduled at a later date and
announced in the Federal Register.

Dated: April 17, 2000.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00–10026 Filed 4–20–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 041400C]

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling four public meetings in May,
2000: two joint meetings of its
Groundfish Committee and Advisory
Panel; a meeting of the Groundfish
Committee and Advisory Panel, in
conjunction with the Council’s Scallop
Committee; and a joint Habitat
Committee and Advisory Panel meeting.
Recommendations from these groups
will be brought to the full Council for
formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: The meetings will be held
between Monday, May 8, 2000 and
Tuesday, May 23, 2000. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for specific
dates and times.
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held
in York Harbor, ME and Peabody, MA.
See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
specific locations.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
(978) 465–0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Meeting Dates and Times

Monday, May 8, 2000, 9:30 a.m. and
Tuesday, May 9, 2000, 8:30 a.m.—Joint
Groundfish Committee and Advisory
Panel Meeting

Location: York Harbor Inn, Route 1A,
P.O. Box 573, York Harbor, ME 03911;
telephone: (207) 363–5119.

The committee and advisors will
conduct a joint meeting to continue
development of management options for
Amendment 13 to the Northeast
Multispecies Fishery Management Plan
(FMP). They will continue review of
current overfishing definitions and
control rules for the multispecies
complex, examine the assumptions and
policy decisions in those rules, and
develop recommendations for the
biological goals of the amendment. They
also will review existing management
measures and identify their strengths
and weaknesses. Suggestions for
improvements to those measures will be
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developed. They may consider options
for developing an area management
system, or for developing a sector
allocation system. The committee and
advisors also may organize into
subcommittees that will be tasked to
develop specific management options
for consideration by the full committee.
These tasks will be based on broad
approaches to management selected by
the committee. The subcommittees may
meet individually during the meeting to
begin work on these management
options. The discussions at the
subcommittee level will be reported
back to the committee at this meeting or
at future meetings.

Monday May 15, 2000, 8:30 a.m. and
Tuesday, May 16, 2000, 9:30 a.m.—Joint
Habitat Committee and Advisory Panel
Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street, Route One, Peabody, MA 01960;
telephone: (978) 535–4600.

The committee will review the 2000
Habitat Annual Review Report and
develop recommendations for
consideration by the Council. There also
will be discussions about upcoming
amendments to the Sea Scallop and
Groundfish FMPs.

Monday, May 22, 2000, 9:30 a.m.—
Joint Groundfish Committee and
Advisory Panel Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street, Route One, Peabody, MA 01960;
telephone: (978) 535–4600.

The committee and advisors will
conduct a joint meeting to continue
development of management options for
Amendment 13 to the Northeast
Multispecies FMP. If not completed at
earlier meetings, they will continue
their review of current overfishing
definitions and control rules for the
multispecies complex, examine the
assumptions and policy decisions in
those rules, and develop
recommendations for the biological
goals of the amendment. They also will
review existing management measures
and possibly develop alternatives. They
may consider options for developing an
area management system, or for
developing a sector allocation
management system. The committee
and advisors may also organize into
subcommittees that will be reported
back to the Groundfish Committee at
this meeting or at future meetings.

Tuesday, May 23, 2000 at 8:30 a.m.—
Joint Groundfish Committee and
Advisory Panel and Scallop Committee
Meeting

Location: Holiday Inn, One Newbury
Street, Route One, Peabody, MA 01960;
telephone: (978) 535–4600.

The panel and committees will
discuss Amendment 10 to the Scallop

FMP. Amendment 10 considers new
area rotation systems to improve scallop
yield, changes to the FMP annual
review process and timing,
modifications to the crew size limit, and
possible scallop trawl gear
modifications to improve size selection.
The purpose of this meeting will be to
evaluate draft Amendment 10
alternatives, identify potential impacts,
and recommend modifications to these
conceptual alternatives so that they are
recognized and managed. There is a
possibility that these issues will not be
fully developed for discussion, in which
case the Groundfish Committee and
Advisors will continue their discussion
of Amendment 13 alternatives and the
Scallop Oversight Committee meeting
will be cancelled. If this occurs, the
Council will notify interested parties
through a notice mailing.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
Council action during this meeting.
Council action will be restricted to those
issues specifically listed in this notice
and any issues arising after publication
of this notice that require emergency
action under section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the Council’s intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations
This meeting is physically accessible

to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
days prior to the meeting dates.

Dated: April 17, 2000.
Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00–10028 Filed 4–20–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 040300B]

Marine Mammals; File No. 738–1454–03

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Permit No. 738–1454 issued to Ms.

Carole Conway, Genomic Variation
Laboratory, Department of Animal
Science, Meyer Hall, University of
California, Davis, CA 95616–3322, was
amended to allow import and export of
blue whale samples from/to Mexico and
other locations [worldwide] where the
species is found.
ADDRESSES: The amendment and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:

Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room 13130
Silver Spring, MD 20910 (301/713–
2289); and

Regional Administrator, Southwest
Region, NMFS, 501 West Ocean Blvd.,
Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802–4213
(562/980–4001).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ruth Johnson (301/713–2289).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject amendment has been issued
under the authority of the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
Regulations Governing the Taking and
Importing of Marine Mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), and the regulations governing
endangered and threatened marine
species(50 CFR parts 222–226).

Issuance of this permit, as required by
the ESA, was based on a finding that
such permit (1) was applied for in good
faith, (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of the endangered species
which is the subject of this permit, and
(3) is consistent with the purposes and
policies set forth in section 2 of the
ESA.

Dated: April 14, 2000.
Ann D. Terbush,
Chief, Permits and Documentation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 00–10024 Filed 4–20–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Corps of Engineers, Department of the
Army

Notice of Intent (NOI) To Prepare a
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Lower Guadalupe River Flood
Protection Project, San Jose and Santa
Clara, CA

AGENCY: The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, DoD.
ACTION: Notice of intent.
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